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Government, Mr. Chamberlain had imperceptibly
begun to be recognized as Mr. Baldwin's political
heir-at-law, especially as Mr. Churchill's Liberal past
was not forgotten in the Conservative Party. But
in the spring of 1931 a prior question seemed to be,
would there be an heritage for succession? In March
the extent of the split in the Conservative Party
was vividly illustrated by the great contest waged
in the St. George's by-election. St. George's is one
of the two Westminster divisions; and one of the
strongest of the traditional Conservative seats. On
the death of Sir Laming Worthington-Evans, former
Secretary for War, therefore, a safe seat would ordi-
narily have been available for a Conservative. But
instead of that an Independent Conservative was
promptly in the field in the person of Sir Ernest
Petter, who repudiated not only Mr. Baldwin's policy
on Protection and India, but his leadership itself. His
cause was espoused with tremendous energy by the
Press* and it was found necessary to get Mr. Duff
Cooper, who was already adopted as candidate for
another division for the General Election, to abandon
that constituency and to fight the St. George's by-
election on behalf of the Official Party. It was an
exceptionally hard fought contest, in which Mr.
Baldwin himself took part, surprising his critics by
the vigour of his intervention. In the result Mr.
Duff Cooper succeeded in retaining the seat, but the
unpalatable fact remained for those responsible for
the party organization that in one of their impreg-
nable strongholds an Independent in opposition had
polled two-thirds of the Conservative vote.

The St. George's election left Mr. Chamberlain
more than ever convinced of the futility and the
unreality of the strife within the Party. It was
indeed not inconsiderable irony that he, the son of
the man who had led the crusading minority move-